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GRAFT IN RUSSIA

Empires Fate Now Hangin

In the Balance

THE PERIL NOT FROM JAPAN

Corruption at Home May Cause

a Revolution

Groulne Iwllcnatlon Aealnst the
Ducal Cabal Who Are the Real Rulers

or Uusila Vait Corruption Charso
taint Them Tho Four Men

of Islnc an Empire to EnrleJ

Themselves Will Other AtsaMlnatlon
Follow That of De Plehve Uenevoleni

Theory and Practical Working of in-

llusslan Autocracy The C7r oWeak
Cnnble to Cope With Ills Dim

ciiltlM Tlie Hrmctlonary ProKranune

ST PETERSBURG Aug 31 It is
natural thitt the worlds attention shouli-

ha PiiKroaoed by tho stirring campaign
In tho For East and that comparatively
llttltf thought should be given to the equall-

drnniiitic and moro important crisis in th
life of tho Russian Empire which has de-

veloped In Its capital city
Here in St Petersburg the of Russlii-

s hanging in the balance with
Japan might close tomorrow and Russia
destiny would be hut little affected
the episode All the real elements In

rrWs nro hero and hero will be decided
the momentous question of the rise or tall
of the present dynasty and Government-

The words arc ominous They seen
to imply pending revolution but

in the form of popular revoltiwlll
come In no country on earth ore tho pre-

cautions against rebellion so complete
and nowhere fl8 would its attempt bo
hopeless hUt Governments are some-

times overthrown from the top and this
is never absent in an autocracy
presided over by a weak and vacil

latins monarch
The Western world has been told

times during the past few months
real rulers of Russia ore a group of nobles
who by one means or another control the
Emperor and dominate the policy of the
empire No one hns attemped to point
out who are thepo mysterious individuals
nnd what are their motives and methods

The late M de Plehvo viis merely their
representative and a very able executor
lie was of their stern and Inexorable policy
His tragic and well deserved fate has pro
duced a temporary confusion and uncer-
tainty In the of masters The
uncertainty Is not due to any relenting
in the tyrannical designs of tho real op-

pressors of Russia but instead to some
natural reluctance on the part of the Czar
to sanction still sterner measures of re-

pression
The people of a free country have

little conception of the peril to which this
unhappy man would nxposo himself in a
serious rupture with Let it be
remembered that the assapsins of his grand-
father were not Jflhiliftts as Russia gave
the to suppose but the agentsof his
own entourage who took this means of
frustrating tho Czars intention to grant a
constitution to his people

But It Is necessary in order to under-
stand something of the silent life
death struggle of an empire now at Its crisis
in Peterbof and St Petersburg to breathe
the atmosphere of Russian Institutions and
to seek to place ones pelf in tho Russian
point of view So I ask the reader to glance
for a moment at everyday life in this capi-
tal and see wherein it differs from that
of an English or Amerhin city

There Is nothing lu the outward aspect of
St Petersburg to suggest the existence of
the most pitiless despotism of modern
times

Tim stranger la astonished at the absence
of nearly nil signs of authority Xo uni-
formed police patrol the streets of the Rus-
sian capital

But the streets nevertheless swarm with
police If you stop to examine the photo-
graphs of time Imperial family and of promi-
nent officials in a hop window tho chances
are you w ou bo under the keen scrutiny
of itiree or four pairs of eyes nnd if your
inUnft should be persistent you may
lie Burn your footsteps will be dogged un
obtniFively until your identity is establ-
ished

Theie in nothing oftennive In tim treat-
ment of foreigners by the Russian police
system Thoy may live with the same
freedom unless unhappily they have
Semitic blood In their vein asinany other
land the only rcitrictlon being that they
must give a clays notice to the porter at
their hotel or to the concierge at their lodg-
ings of uny intended change of domicile
temporary or otherwise the intricate
machinery of passports Into opera-
tion

Time Russian passport system Is the most
effective safeguard against crime known
to modern institutions Its rules are strip
Kent and they aro strictly enforced

No person may remain away from his
ordinary domicile more than one niht
without tho fact being reported to the police
by the householder concierge or other
person In control of the building The
arrival of any person for a similar length
of time must likewise be reported

One effect of this surveillance combined
with the pevero punishments inflicted
U that larceny embezzlements and all
minor oBenccs are far more rare in Russia
than in any country on earth Escape Is
practically Impossible once a crime is dis-

covered
Employers are secure In the enforced

fidelity of their servants The domestic
senant problem for instance does not
mist in Russia Thieving and absconding
Servants are unknown A cook who left
her place without notice would be promptly
Weed in jail

So it comes about that Russia Is honest
in the noncriminal sense of the word It
Is an honesty of compulsion perhaps but
this form of Russian tyranny Is just
and equitable Only in its public service
l the country hopelessly corrupt and
there the corruption exist by Molt eon

and It is willingly universal
You may rob the State with Impunity

hut Tale Is sacred That seen
to In practice if not in theory the Rus-
sian code The Admiral who buys coal
for his ships In a foreign port secures as
vouchers through a middleman receipts-
for a much larger sum than the actual
Prlceand ho and certain of Ids subordinates
Pocket the difference Almost every con-
tractor who furnishes supplies must pay
tribute to officials amounting to the full
actual vnlun of the goods or even more
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Titers IH u pxtiHar Ivor
differentiation between swindling
direct theft Thus such operations na thon
Just mentioned ore conHldored qulto comm
U faut But a minor official who emlxszzle
from public funds in his charge runs gro
danger of severe punishment on detection

Even the boldest of such crimes how
ever often go unpunished The last Rreo

of the publicly R x

one of the most detestabl
national scandals of the time has brough-
no retribution to the high placed thieves
These thefts according to common re-
port to no less than 7S per rent
of contributed In Runs
and abroad

As It Is In high places so It Is In lovi
Every minor official musl have his bit
His methods are different for In
cases he has no opportunity to plunde
Indirectly the public purse If he IH In
eluded In the general machine that draw
dividends from the payment of contracts
ho a proportion of the graft accord
Ing position If his duties have t
do with the enforcement of laws and regu
lotions then he blackmnlls the public pro

In accordance with the system o
Tammany In Its worst days

A single Instance will Illustrate the who
A dog ran from Its houa

the other day without ifc

muzzle Its owner the next day was flnei
1150 There is no trial and no appeal-
In such cases the offender IB simply
fled to pay Within a few
owner in question received thre
or four Individuals each of whora polltel
Intimated that If the matter was rssd
right with him the annoyance of a flni
would not occur again

Another every day incident which cam
under my observation this week show
the wonderful thoroughness of tho passpor
system and the motives which underU
Its strict enforcement-

A Russian clerk having an apartment
in the city took ft room In the suburbs
a few weeks and duly notified the pullet
that he Intended to spend his nights ii
this temporary abode It happened thai
he was detained In town on a storm
evening and he went night to hli
old lodging-

A day or two later he Vas summoned
by the passport officials to explain thli
procedure He was told very sternlj
that he had violated the regulations
that ho could npt be registered In twc
domiciles at the same time without specia
permission

a wise Russian he slipped a three
Into the officials hand escapee

a tenruble fine and was graciously in
that In future he might sleep it

lodging he pleased
It should be borne In mind that St Peters-

burg Is and has been for years under mar
tial law but its operation aside from the
stringent regulatlpns of the passport aye
tern no restrictions upon the liberty
of No law abiding Peters
burger is fettered In any way In his busi-
ness or In his amusements-

On the contrary it Is Impossible to with
hold a strong tribute of admiration which
is compelled by the businesslike adminis-
tration of this clean well ordered splen
didly built city There are to Ix
learned here by the urban the
American democracy and It cannot be
said that an Irresponsible autocracy Is a
failure in Its application to municipal gov
ernment

There Tell Into my hands a few day
ago a curious book which was compiled
and published in English privately by the
Czars about ten years ago IU
object was to present to the young Empress-
a general view of Russian government
and institutions from the Russian stand-
point

It is en titled TheStatesmans Handbook-
for Russia and It Is edited by the Chan-
cery of the Committee Ministers Some
of Its utterances arc so Ingenuous and with-
al so enlightening that I cannot refrain
from quoting n few sentences What
for Instance could match this attempt
to place on autocracy In a favorable light
before democratic eyes

The Russian Kmperor IK railed autocratic
to distinguish him from ronstltutbnal mon
arch at be dos not share his sovereign
rights with any Institutions or class In the
State Consequently the Government of the
Russian empire rests upon a firm foundation
of law proceeding from the autocratic power

This fact gives to the whole order of the
state In Russia a lawful character which
thereby differentiates It from arbitrary forms
It Implies that In Russia the law alone deter-
mines both the rlcht of power and the
tion of subjects Such a rule Is In
opposed to tho principle of autocracy as It
always lies in the sovereign power of the
Emperor to abrogate this or that law

authority and power than that
ascribed to the Russian Em

peror it Is impossible to Imagine It Is fur
ther Indicated in the personal control of he
administration of justice which Is forth
in this extract

Though the duty of jucllco consists ex
lu lvely In the exart appllcaton under his

Majestys authority by ukase of the acting
In separate cases nevertheless the

nonarch confirms time verdicts of the courts
f law as far as regards tho deprivation of
he rights of nobility officials church tune
lonsrles and till persons possessing orders
r badges of distinction s no subordinate

tower can enforce deprivation of what has
granted by the sovereign power

Not only is the Czar himself free from the
ra mm els of the law in governing
jut he extends the wine exemption to his
illiisters This eiteslon of authority Is
lescribod thus

Ministers In eases not admitting of delay
nay exceed the limits of their legal au
horlty and are only bound subsequently
o prove the urgency of the measures adopted
he legislation of recent years has more and

frequently left It to Ministers to Issue
irders not only for the fulfilment of exist
ng laws but alio for their amplification-
s the law determines only general principles
nd necessitates the elaboratlpn of details
y means of mInisterIal
n principle Minister any per
on or Impose punishment hut In detail
his rule Is subject to certain material ex-

eptions
As a of fact tho prisons of St

the fortress of St
ctor and St Paul are crowded today with
risoners held without trial hy admlnls-
ratlvo order

It is obvious that an autocracy of the
haractW indicate in this curious hand
ook can bo maintained oaly by the
ration of an Immense and on the
jjal personnel It likewise goes without
tying that unless the hepd of the State to

man of oTimandlng force of character his
atcurag will he honeycombed by rivalries

Intrigue
As hoon nv Inquiry is directed to the vast

machinery of the civil service tho secret
t the for safeguarding the

disclosed
The great majority of public servants
re simply useless parasites upon the body
lltlc In no other has the bu

aucraor an Immense
Nowhere Hsa

publlo function been reduced
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tv uol ah Involved ami absurd system
of circumlocution

There nm two methods of dealing with
Individuals or group whom tho Govern-
ment may regard as dangerous Ono is
repression In some form banishment to
Siberia or a distant provlnoe the other Is to
add them to Its own ranks us feeders from
the public crib

The latter plan has been followed to
an extent that is almost beyond belief
Department after deportment has been

hlvo after hive of great offlos
has boon built In St Peters-

burg for this purpose It Is said to bo
true for Instance that there are

as many clerks upon the pay roll of the
office for dog licenses In St Petersburg-
as there are dogs In tho capital

Tammany In Its most audacious lays
never dreamed of such a system of graft-
as exists here It has grown into uch an
octopuA that the nation Is at lie mercy
Nothing hut n revolution could destroy It

Mocover It continues to grow Another
important addition wfllbe created at the
end of the year when the Government
will establish a system of publlg life In
surance Minor extensions of the civil
service are constantly being added In tho
older departments It is probably true that
a considerable majority of the population-
of nearly a million Inhabitants of St Peters-
burg exist upon funds drawn directly
or Indirectly from the imperial treasury

It needs no argument to demonstrate
that sooner or later this evil alone must

crisis in Russian destinIes No man
reformer or otherwise to

grapple seriously with the
bureaucracy and the Church are throttling-
the prosperity of Russia and it is an open
question which will bring first the Inevi-
table disaster

It to necessary in the interests of truth to
speak In tho frankest terms of the Influ

the Greek Church upon Russian life
subject of the utmost practical Im-

portance for it Is the Church more than
the Government more Indeed than any
other obstacle whloh has held book the
march of progress in Russia

To mention first what may a tri-

fling matter it is the Church which insists
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upon the retention of the Russian calen-
dar which is thirteen days slower than the
true record It may be imagined that ro-

llglous tradition and conservatism account
for the opposition to such an obvious re

Not BO The real reason Is that the
would confuse the arrangement-

of the calendar of religious holidays and-

I would operate to abolish many of them
We must go still deeper for the under-

lying motive Last week the Czar received
a heavy petition from southern Russia
praying him as head of tho Church as well
as head of the State to cancel some of the
compulsory holidays which now restrict
the energies of his subjects This sugges
tion will be earnestly and probably suc-
cessfully opposed by all the Influence which
the Greek Church can bring to

Will It Ite believed that in the
Russian calendar some eighty sscular days-
In each year when ordinary labor is pro-
hibited It must be obvious that a heavy
handicap Is thus upon th pros-
perity of a nation

It means that no less than 25 per cent
of ordinary laborproductive opportunity-
Is cancelled In other words a livelihood
for 365 days must h gained by 233 days

lies the secret of the hard struggle
of the Russian masses with poverty No
nation under the political institutions
could prosper tinder such conditiouc

Russia is an agricultural country A

smaller proportion of her population live
In cities ban In any other civilized nation

imposition of enforced idleness upon
the peasant farmers is peculiarly onerous

Before the emancipation of the serfs i

the manifold holiday system was A welcome
boon to them They cared little for the
material prosperity of their masters Now j

their livelihood depends upon their own
exertions

They cannot win enough from the soil

for thomsslves and their families unless
they are permitted to make full use of their
powers Hence we have In Russia today
a social phenomenon never known else
where an agitation by toilers themselves
in favor of the abolition of holidays

The Church will not if it can avoid it
yield a single one of Its compulsory saint
days Why Simply because on
such day the people go at
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church and ppcli uttcnelanou nioahtf n
contribution of a few kopecks or more
to the priests coffers

The treasure of the Church in money
and jewels amounts to a fabulous
It Is In fact unless well Informed Russians
are deceived better able to supply the
sinews of wnr In the struggle In

the Far East Ulan the Imperial treasury
Itself

driver Industriously riuvfH
himself every time ho patw a church
So do the lower claw upon tho strutta
But the attitude of tim i pople toward the
prlMthood all prleiU nro popes
is of contempt more than of rotpont

This Is diii to the dissolute habits and
the grasping covotousnestt of a largo pro
portion of those who wear the livery of
the Church religious function which
a priest arm individual l first
tho subjejt of sharp bargaining Evon
then If tIme possibility of further extortion
pro oits Itself It usually attenpted

A woman was dyhg In an apartment
on tho fourth floor of a building where I hap-

pened to be ceilIng tho other day and a
priest laid boei seit for He cnma IM

as thu sorond landing
Then a mo e ger was sent up the remain-

ing flights to say that tho was tire
and wanted aiothor 50 The titan
of God In an angry alterca-
tion with the faoilly of the sufferer when
I passed the group on tho stairs It Ii no
uncommon thing by tho way to see a
priest drunk In the streets of St

The Church Is responsible also for grave
social evils In Russia It permits no mar-
riages between the faithful and those out-

side Its ranks and It prohibits divorce
But Russia comprises many races and
many religions and so It happens that
nowhere are illegal o numerous
and Illegitimacy so The
Is so widespread that it excites no com-

ment und carries no disgrace-

It has been Important to enter Into this
discussion of social and political conditions-
in Russia In order to deal Intelligently with
the grave problem of the Immediate situa

may well be asked how it Is In the

nt

Ever

I

pOlo

wa

union

tonI

sum

your drosky

one

Peters-
burg

evilS

>

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

THE AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS AND HIS MASTERS

THL GRAND DUCAL CABAL

h

power of any monarch however autocratic
to cope with the difflcultlee which I have
barely outlined and with many others of
lesser magnitude U should always be
remembered in critidsing the Czars ad
ministration that ho is not responsible for
most of the evils which he Is called upon to
combat

The serious of them value to him
with h rown They had flourished under
far stronger were helpless to
control them It Is the misfortune nnd

the fault of the present ruler that in
reign they have reached such propor-

tions that they threaten to destroy the
whole fabric of the State

Neither is it his fault that he I able to
offer a much feebler resistance to the In-

ternal of Russia than some of lila
predecessors Ono shrinks front the thank-
less task of criticising an unhappy sovereign
for failing to show cnpacity for stntecraft
which ho does not possess

Condemned by the accident of birth to
the most terrible task that could be assigned
to main It cannot bo wondered at that from
th first hs quniled before hit rcsponnibili
tire U tho awful moment of his
grandfathers assassination that ho first
rebelled against rate

but n child ho wept bitterly not only
in but In selfcommiserntlon arid ho
protested vehemently against his destiny

that dnylt said hnvo his ex-

alted position and his power brought him
satisfaction and happiness-

His bitterness Is increased by a keen reali-
zation of his limitations and Incapacity
More than once ho has expressed an earnest
desire to abdicate his throne A strong
sense of duty the knowledge that his retire-
ment would place the sceptre In stillweaker
hands than his own have him at his
post

Let It be said without reservation that It
is the Emperors fincvre desire to be at
with all the world to infringe no
other nations and to defend and foster in
every way tho best Intereetn of his people-
It would seem to b Impossible to reconcile
this attitude with Russias perfidy toward
the Powers In her antebellum policy In
Manchuria and with the flagrant violation
of his coronation oath In his recent treat
mcnt of the people of Finland How has
he been persuaded that the Russian course
In these two matters f consistent with
honor

The judicial faculty sadly lacking In
him A clever pleader usually succeeds
in Impressing upon one nlde of a ques
Lion as comprising the whole question
The Czars logic Is defective that It otton
rails to supply him with the opposite nnd
perhaps arguments-

If the other sIde be subsequently pro
to him ho readily alters his point of

his opinion hence the common
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saying In St Petersburg the Ciurs
views ore with whom
ho has conversed The unit tor linn become
a It U for RUM that this
thing should

It Is related as n recent Instance that a
few weeks ago a Minister submitted a cer-

tain fe atur of policy for tho
approval The was fully explained

Ministers point of
Czar tho inipir the usual form
Let this be lone
The as It happened Involved

nn ns tim ono In
which originated The head of thobecond

Is little cooperation
often rlvnlry between

tho before the Emperor
earnestly the measure

his presented
Ho argued 10 that he

wont away with his project Indorsed
Lot this ho abovo signa-

ture Of course confusion followed
the rival Ministers appeared in turn before
the Emperor was more vacillation

at Nicholas wrote one
of the It not matter which
Let this finally
use control of tho Church over the Em-

peror IH maintained lie Is not only
religious hut to no

appalling Tim lnflufno of signs
ants soothsayers clairvoyants

other occult has
lon pernicious and especially

pnst year or two

Wo haw now
tim conditions under
must bo formulntrd nnd administered If
tho Emperor ix MH fWp l the rare
of nature of hU uncle King Ed
ward and tho capacity to select men of
ability and as chief lieutenants
Russia might still his own
shortcomings in statecraft Tho

U not absent In
unfortunately it is not impossible to

ndermlne lila confidence as-

sistants
It U inevitable in an autocracy

between two rival x lltlcal There
are not two in Russia for such a
definite division of political opinion ls not
permitted to exist vo groups

roughly ns and reactionary-
M do SUn be named ns

of liberal Ideas and Grand
Duke Alexander Mlchaelovitch
the new post of Minister of Commerce is

leader of the repressive
which has recently
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Czar and Russia
The struggle between two sets of

has been silently waged wince the
of ilio serfs three latest

Emperors Alexniidei II Alexander IH
tiiitll rerently luivn been

liberal at heart nnd to grant a
larger measurn of to the Russian

The first opposed the policy of
reactionaries nl cost of The
second although no moans lacking 11
courage from
a martyr to the wimn cause The thlnl

well that he is nt the mercy of
those who would Russia
heel of oppression and ho has yielded
almost to their

Fortunately the victim of Russian
tyranny tyranny only nominally of

lx nb Iron the wi ne source ns that which
killed PJelivn will ever b directed nRainft
the Danger of his HRsnssina

may arise exist but
cone fron another direction

The In Ruwla tins
never to the world any explanation
of Its views and It
their eitlre attitude that they havoscorned
to do so

Yet from their own of view their
position is not without logic To then

IH Russia and trndltlo
the cardinal principles of

democracy as to the point
of seems to them

subversive of human society
To educate the masses In but to breed

discontent The majority in Russia-
at all events must the
It i the reverse of kindness to create In
them appetites which cannot be satisfied

h cannot he realized-
J hey see in the history in-

stitutions the ideas
America to furnish the earliest dem-

onstration of the truth of their beliefs
Then are confident that the great republic

is rushing tovnrdannrchy as
n Educa-

tion of the classes has bred in-

subordination Labor combinations strikes
riots Increasing lawlessness wUI certainly

wnr more nny
struggle the world has known

from such a fnte thnrthe reactionary
nobles would save Russia
would bo glad to see serfdom reestablished-
In some form but I eloulit If of them
have any practical schism in mind with i
that

I forward these arguments of
Russians some

although they are repugnant
to the democratic It Is to

the case from the Russian stand-
point and they have certain

social
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which cannot bo the
advocates of education-

It la not refutation
to tho mIseries of the Russian pete

I have tailed in
presentations of Russian conditions if

Ing Is duo not HO much to and tl
form of a it is to corruj
tion overtaxation amid the false econotn
restrictions Imposed by Church Influenc
It Is Russian mnsHc
might bu fairly prosperous and
a Under u

administered and fre
from religious Intolerance

Liberal Russia has no definite
It cannot have under existing olrcuir-

Izatlon IH prohibited It
don and for represents
live national legislature It believes
the building of in tho

of in ei-
tensive development of manufacturing

In the treatment c

natural resources in a freer education Ii

a word in national progress as undcrstooi
by Western nations

Ideas no elaboration for en-
lightened readers In Russia scared
penetrate to the masses of the people an

are no means a th
politic They sedition In the

minds classes and nothing
short of a revolution can bring them
the area of practical

Tho application o
iron heeled oppression
and in due to the slam
among the nobles caused by the Intro

of the liberal policy of M do Wltte
It must not be enlightens
statesman advocates for
which would bring her within range o
Western Ideas progress Ho far too
wise to place a position-

Ho not sought to
institutions Ills influence has been con-

fined to commercial financial ani
economic problems So far from con
demnlng not hesitated to make us

severest weapons of the autocracy-
A well

of his financial will lllustrat
this A St Petersburg banker oxasper-
ated one of M Wlttes measures
exclaimed angrily In conversation with
some on of the Bourse

De Wltte Is a damned swine
That afternoon tho banker disappeared-

His friends ascertained snot
getlo inquiry some later that he wa
in administrative order
brought every possible influence to bea

concession of
unfortunate mans release but his

to exist from that
Wltte nevertheless ablest

most progressive man in Russia
His deprived him of much
of his power and who him i

are to do so because hi
services are almost Indispensable to the
country In dealing with prob-

lems of the war
The of his overthrow Is the recon

of the triumph of the Grand Ducal regime
which now Russia and which ii

responsible for the present situation
Dukes asoendano

over the Emperor but gradually Nelthe

were not able to lira
In sycophancy or In safeguarding the Em

In themselves
were undermined with elaborate and
Otis

first became apparent when
the Czar created the o
Commerce for Grand Duke Alexander

and having was Indiscreet enoug
to make difficulties In tho financing of
new department-Alexander demonstrated his
Influence at court and the decline of tIn
De Wltto policy was It became
aim of group to throw al
possible political Into hands o-

De In this they
completely

De o won position by sheer abillt
and force was the Jden-
exocutor of the reactionary policy
was honest broad Hi
was also cruel merciless and mistaken

Ho filled the prisons massacred
Jews sacrificed of the
and Incited the only
available against Russia as

wonder to that a mar
of his intelligence should have brought
upon himself so a fate

those who supported him are still
unshaken in their they ore
determined and unscrupulous men
without saying

It must not inferred that their motives
are altogether corrupt Some of theta
aro so of the Yalu

for the present war
proof of the dishonesty

is a mystery which excites no
explanation so generally ac

that to common
knowledge Is to tho effect that the Asiatic

TT I

Armenian therefore the natural
uncle of the Cznr It IH aulte tim custom-
In Russia to provide liberally for the left
hand Bide of

There is of honest support of a
reactionary policy amons
nobles They not robbed the
ment and do not seek to do
believe for reasons described thnt
tho safety and future wellbelng of Russia
can be the firm strong
hand of authority Their Influence corn
bined the ambitious

dishonest conspirators dominates the
present

Grand Ducal has already
been carried too far Tho murder of
was not an Isolated It was ono of
tho that tho limit of endurance has
been reached

The mad recklessness of a policy which
plunged tho a war for

was utterly unprepared which has
iriven its most prosperous to

of alienated the
of the entire world U bitterly

esented even who are to
ftitlos liberalism The war Is Intensely

outside the official
Open resistance

s Passive resistance exercised
o nn extent which Russia Is striving to
jonccal from tho outside world

The orders for reserve to tho
olors tire entirely ignored In whole prey
ncoM and the Government has not
nough to compel obedience The
tempt to arouse a patriotic response
ly appeals recent tour
rasa Ills name is openly
evllei in the and
dc a Throughout Russia his
roHtlpp gone loyalty has dlsap-
ieired

But a without arms cannot rebel
N maintained in each district

drafted from some distant province
isually unsympathetic by reason
r people whom
hey are assigned to control

a of soldiers to fire upon a
lob is thus obviated

Russia Is learning fortunately
o analyze the rvil nos
Iw Emperor Is the victim Honfot rent
y crmv small
roup v ho have brought the to

of ruin of Russi-
ar all m nib re rf tho Imperial family n ar
i Intiws of the Czar nr

Grand Duke Mlcha lovltch
ho mnrrl d the Emperors favorite sister
fend Duchss

Grand Dukrs Vladimir Alxl and
the brothers cf Alexandrr III

Ihs are the mfn vhom the Autocrat
f All the Russia permit to his
rrptre-
7hfi domination ft thrir will over the

imivror is no n w his
idioms hn Intn accustomed to stab

rcllnat hlmprlf to his uncles nc
rf lon to time lumen made no duff n rw
or the post ymr or the infill nc
f the has Incrnscd above

of the incls lint then hns lux n no
ivalrv in pulley among
Tall v f Htnr x nova
rilcinply hnndsom lo
Itch H Ii 44 tight nm til nlf r f f the

He Is Die fourth wn of the
tike Michael and grandson of Nicholas

Ills mother wns a M of Batten
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not royri bjr
blood as the Russians It

Alexanders upbringing was very
happy nor very was
A had a family

moderate fortune Ho married
when quite the Emperors sister

Unction of being almost the
Ducal couple live on terms loyalty

near the palace of the Czar and they are
In his company

appointment was that
of undo
Grand Duke Alexis Ho resigned this post
after a short time but ho now
it In addition to his Cabinet place

The resignation followed on a quarrel
arising of a

in the Baltic about ten
ago Certain naval officers declared that
the vessel was unseaworthy and that her
watertight bulkheads were shams one

Alexander to tho
Emperors consent to a general

The result was complete that Alexis
and his friends diverting

money to their own
fleet suffered from Inferior

The highly placed thieves whom
he had expose soon tnadoAlex

ment he made his mind to leave hornets
alone future and today

Is the recognized system
the departments with Is con

I
has

more more Important t-

He lana no private he has a
family and on the wrong side of the

Under suoh circumstances the
Bezobrazoff found him on easily

enlisted when he an
Imperial charter for the Yalu Timber Com-
pany the Grand Duke was soon In the

of the whole Monchurian gamble
VoronzoffDaschkoff the of the

Czars household and Avelon Min-
ister of Marine joined In the petition for

the war party That part of the
has been told Petersburg
correspondent of TUB SUN and it need not
be

A year ago Alexander Induced the Em

been explained
latters

In character Alexander Is nanxnf
opinionated arrogant and unscrupulous

upon shipping by the volunteer
is an open whether-

his real object was not to embroil the Pow
ers

Fortunately Lamsdorff was to make
consequences so clear to Czars

that Alexanders recklessness
lessened his influence with tho Emperor

Vladimir is a man of different
stamp It Is difficult to understand by

means he maintains his Influence
over the Emperor unless It be that he to

been accustomed to look as his
In knowledge of the world

his two eons and
Boris have established notorious records

Their
habits approximate closely those of the

Grand Dukes
whom Emperor Francis has re

from line of succession and
been driven from Vienna by

the sense of their countrymen
noble and humble alike

Alexis the head of the fleet is a much
man He has succeeded in keep

matrimonial bonds out of his mor-
ganatic alliances which are his chief pro

Some of the actresses at the French
theatre are much him It
was one of his mistresses who recently
acted as gobetween in Paris in a
for the certain
for Russia She succeeded in collecting
a cash commission of 1300000 and then
the deal fell

Serge the youngest of the three to mili-
tary governor of He to the lead

not allow a Jew to pass the night to the
city of Moscow

are thieves of public
subscriptions for army for
the navy the hospital funds
toll In of as It passes through
their on name
is with zeal

The church built on the scene of
the assassination of the reforming Czar
Alexander IIwhose death undoubtedly
ordered reactionary relatives
uncompleted It was
twentytwo vrnr ago and the

No one

murdered Czars eons Grand
Dukes lxvo named who are the treasurers-

It would seem conclusive to
judgment that In tho situation

een Russia finds herself face to
face with an and crisis
of nil her destinies A political convulsion-
more or violent reaching
appears to bo more than probable

not be cause
and effect ate separated by greater distance-
in Russia He
would be the foolish of who
attempted to forecast with

outcome of this crisis

talnty is intensified tho Inter
in the Internal administration-

The appointment of de PlebveV successor
before this letter is

published will lx of momentous impor-
tance as the latest
the

Should It become apparent that the Grand
Ducal cabal still the Imperial
policy then tho immediate for

will Indeed be critical Unhappily
there art indications that
Influence is waning

t

sm as well as in natural resources
against her is

and better understood
Russians of high degree who love thaI

and rescue her from
and from Impending disaster

t more and more that
only drastic remedies can accomplish her

Courage to neoes
and in not but tho difficulties

n the way almost Insuperable-
The dissatisfaction places is

in the provinces than in St
lurg Tho army no moons

Certain provincial Governors deplore tiw-
xistlng their power the

cooperation feasible
tome of authorities and other
Isaffectod leaders and the capital

o then n coup
But Russia has been reduced

o such an exaot science that a widespread
lot of this nature would bo exc

angerous If not certain of detection
Russian weapon of assassination

Therein no doubt that this danger already
xlsts for Alexander if not for
irand Dukes who have been named M-

o Wltto remarked the other
that De Plehvos successor If a reactionary

bo allowed to live
Tie blow however would not bo aimed
t him alone
On the other what would

f the should experience a change-
if should
ucal cabal and nil works This IK

too mueh to front a man of
is character Ir the present situation
lo i miifli nuirc In n a policy

Open revolt mentors
vould him In dir i orwjnal
or they are mm vl o I nl nothing
lo vould b wipt nxriy find one the
irBiul uki not flip miiK r brother
if the oiH t to usurp
he tlireir iimiT tie forn of a regency
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